[The morphogenetic potentials of endometrial and ovarian tumor cells when cultured on soft agar].
Morphofunctional peculiarities of tumor cells from 15 endometrial adenocarcinomas and 2 ovarian tumors have been investigated at the ultrastructural level. These cells could develop two types of colonies in soft agar: those with histotypical differentiation (numerous microvilli, well developed tight junctions, desmosomes, secretory granules), and those without it (absence of epithelial features, ability of tumor cells to produce filamentous extracellular matrix and striated collagen fibrils which are characteristic of fibroblastic cells). The addition of progesterone and tamoxifen to cell cultures resulted in rising the level of cell differentiation in the colonies. The fact that endometrial and ovarian cancer cells can express the properties specific of connective tissue cells may suggest a multipotention of the Mullerian epithelium derivatives to shed light on the histogenesis of the mixed Mullerian tumors of uterus.